[Major chest wall resection for the treatment of invasive breast carcinoma: A series of 33 patients].
Breast cancer can spread to the chest wall. It is an aggressive stage of poor prognosis. We have developed a technique of major chest wall resection extended beyond the breast area in order to reduce the recurrence. This is a retrospective single-center series of 33 patients with breast cancer spread to the chest wall without metastasis (13 patients present with primary breast cancer and 20 patients present with recurrent breast cancer) treated by major chest wall resection between January 1993 and January 2013, by the same surgeon. Analysis of the results was made by another surgeon. Patients aged between 27-83years with an average of 55years. The removed parts measured 350cm(2) to 1200cm(2), and the average duration of complete healing was 7.9months. The mean follow-up time was 122months (6months-240months). The 1 year survival was 84.4%, at 2years 72.6%, at 3years 69.5% and at 5 years of 66.4%. The technique of major chest wall resection is simple and reproducible. Breast cancer with chest wall extension has a poor prognosis. At the end of the study, 20 of 33 patients who benefit from this technique are still alive.